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Attitude is Everything...By Francie Baltazar-Schwartz

Jerry was the kind of guy you love to hate. He was always in a good mood
and always had something positive to say. When someone would ask him
how he was doing, he would reply, "If | were any better, | would be twins!"

He was a unique manager because he had several waiters who had followed
him around from restaurant to restaurant. The reason the waiters followed
Jerry was because of his attitude. He was a natural motivator. If an employee
was having a bad day, Jerry was there telling the employee how to look on the
positive side of the situation.

Seeing this style really made me curious, so one day | went up to Jerry and
asked him, "l don't get it! You can't be a positive person all of the time. How
do you do it?"

Jerry replied, "Each morning | wake up and say to myself, 'Jerry, you have two
choices today. You can choose to be in a good mood or you can choose to be
in a bad mood.' | choose to be in a good mood. Each time something bad hap-
pens, | can choose to be a victim or | can choose to learn from it. | choose to
learn from it. Every time someone comes to me complaining, | can choose to
accept their complaining or | can point out the positive side of life. | choose the
positive side of life."

"Yeah, right, it's not that easy," | protested. A GOOD ATTITUDE CAN

FIND SOMETHING GOOD

aves, s mlaryseaig. yLife is all about choices. N EVERYTHINS

When you cut way all t¥1e junk, every situation is a
choice. You choose how you react to situations.
Youwunchadoseshow eopleomill affect your mood. You
choose to be in a good mood or bad mood. The
bottom line: It's your choice how you live life."

fI r%]JIelctéJdV\éﬁ \r/]vHaP J'ercr)y said. Soon thereatfter, | left the restaurant industry to

start my own business. We lost touch, but | often thought about him when |
made a choice about life instead of reacting to it.

Several years later, | heard that Jerry did something you are never supposed
to do in a restaurant business: he left the back door open one morning and
was held up at gunpoint by three armed robbers. While trying to open the
safe, his hand, shaking from nervousness, slipped off the combination. The
iphbarg paniekedand shot him. Luckily, Jerry was found relatively quickly
and rushed to the local trauma center."Weren't you scared? Did you lose
consciousness?" | asked.
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Attitude is Everything...continued

After 18 hours of surgery and weeks of intensive care, Jerry was released from the hospital with fragments of
the bullets still in his body.

| saw Jerry about six months after the accident. When | asked him how he was, he replied, "If | were any bet-
ter, I'd be twins. Wanna see my scars?"

| declined to see his wounds, but did ask him what had gone through his mind as the robbery took place. "The
first thing that went through my mind was that | should have locked the back door," Jerry replied. "Then, as |
lay on the floor, | remembered that | had two choices: | could choose to live, or | could choose to die. | chose
to live."

"Weren't you scared? Did you lose consciousness?" | asked.
Jerry continued, "The paramedics were great. They kept telling me | was going to be fine. But when they

wheeled me into the emergency room and | saw the expressions on the faces of the doctors and nurses, | got
really scared. In their eyes, | read, 'He's a dead man.’

WHETHER YOU

THINK YOU CAN,

OR THI NK YOU

"I knew | needed to take action."
"What did you do?" | asked.

"Well, there was a big, burly nurse shouting questions at me," said Jerry. "She
asked if | was allergic to anything. 'Yes,' | replied. The doctors and nurses YOUO RE =
stopped working as they waited for my reply. | took a deep breathe and yelled,
‘Bullets!" Over their laughter, | told them. 'l am choosing to live. Operate on me -HENRY FORD
as if | am alive, not dead.”

Jerry lived thanks to the skill of his doctors, but also because of his amazing attitude. | learned from him that
every day we have the choice to live fully. Attitude, after all, is everything.

BUMPER STICKER THEOLOGY

The best things in life
Arendt thi

Al ways remember yd&
* X : ¥ *
Just like everyone else. *
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A Word from the Pastor
The Word: Is it the Bible or Love?

Letds have an argument . Let 6s argue over i f hom
around us. So let us argue about the way the world was created or when life begins. Being done.
How about the methods of baptism? LetAs Aarnne o

at the communion table or better yet, who gets to come to table. God save us if we
begin to argue over salvation and how
pull out our Bibles (which version, potential argument) and discuss the appropriate
roles and functions of women. We could go back to the Laws of Levi and not allow
women in the true sanctuary space. We could allow them but we would do
menstruation checks because bleeding women are, well, unclean. Can women

teach? Preach? | can hear it now, QY bei
nok, | agree; there are some arguments : us-t
arguing much any more about dietary | aws or menbo
lively arguments for Paul and the early Christian community. We have matured JRf‘]E‘I’Derﬁ_”d

eff Pullium

enough to see menstruation as a normal biological process and not something that
makes women unfit for worship.

fiThe Bible can
Hebrews 4:12 reads fFor the word of Go inspireand vion
double-e dged sword. o When peopl e see t hei informour anoc
The WORD as written text all manner of arguments ensue. choices but it

should never
Christians are people who make a decision to follow the One whom the writer of John be used to N
referred to as AThe Word made flesh an&xclude (far

inspire and inform our choices but it raced,any nev

gender, any sexual orientation, or any g:)r(]u;r,any o f

Godds real m. Jesus is radically incl U giontationor 9 €S

logues, values, and listens to women. Jesus heals and restores. Jesus challenges 5y p'e -

us to |l ove beyond our | imits. Jesus ¢ fom seeing oug

commandment | give you: Love one another as | have loved you, so you must love themselves as

one another. By this all will know tha part afr &
realm. o

For the | ife of me, |l candét figure out .., . e C

loving to require that gay individuals deny themselves the loving pleasures of partnership, tha

women cannot preach, or that some belong and others do not. But, that opens back up the

argument. Yes, | am willing to be crazy enough to follow Jesus and accept the limitation of a world

that i s often defined by o6fear of the otheré ins

| am thinking of having barefoot Sunday. God told Moses to take off his shoes because he was
standing on holy ground. Why do we come to the altar for communion with our shoes on?

ATrying to | ove andeffl augh. o
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Health Fair Information

Several persons have indicated an interest in a health fair for our church. If the church is not able to
provide a health fair, here are several options that give you the opportunity to seek services.

Womends Health Fair
August 7, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
ASU Athletic Complex-Wrightsboro Road
Sponsored by Doctor 6s
A doctor will be available to answer questions.

Community Health Fair

October 16, 2010 from 10:00 a.m.to 3:00 p.m.

Sponsored by WIBF and Doctordés Hospil
Savannah River Pavilion e

Please be reminded that MCG offers HIV Testing at MCCOR normally every 4th Sunday of the

month unless otherwise specified. P| ease see the ASave the Dateso |
team uses Oraquick® Advance, a rapid HIV test that requires no blood and gives results in 20 min-

utes. The CDC now recommends HIV testing yearly for everyone age 13-64. Changes in the meet-

ing dates are published in our weekly e-letter and Weekly Window.

If we have a health fair at MCCOR during the next quarter, the information will be available in our
next newsletter.

n Facebook We are now on Facebook!

The Church of Our Redeemer now has a Fan Page at Facebook! It is an open group for anyone

to join, so tell your friends, family and neighbors. You will be allowed to post messages, photos and
videos. Please be sensitive as to what you post. Information on church and community events,
congregational meetings and prayer requests may also be posted. To find our page go

to www.facebook.com and in the search box type in: Metropolitan Community Church of Our
Redeemer or www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=145028781804. Remember you have to be
a member of Facebook to view our page.
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Online Tithing and Donations Now Available

The convenience of making your tithe online can now be made on the church website via PayPal. You can also make
donations to various church projects and programs as well. Visit the church's website at www.mccoor.com and click
on the Tithing & Donations page.

PayPal is a secured site and is designed from the ground
expose or sell your financial information to merchants. The church will receive payment from PayPal without ever see-
ing your financial information.

PayPal also works hard to prevent identity theft by never e-mailing you and requesting the following personal informa-
tion:

Credit and debit card numbers

1 Your full name

Your password

9 Driver's license number Paypal' Donate

9 Social Security number [ visa [ ey
1

1

Pin numbers or bank account numbers

The church already has several church members and friends who are using this service without any problems. If you
have questions about using PayPal, please contact Lisa at mcshelties@atlanticbb.net.

Feeding the Hungry in Our Community

MCCOR continues to work with other church partners to support

the Downtown Cooperative Church Ministries (DCCM). The food
donations we gather throughout the year are instrumental in helping

to offer emergency food in a convenient location, are easily accessible
and with other DCCM churches provides over 200 families emergency
food provisions each week. Our church collects any canned food item,
soap, shampoos and other needed items each week and we have
volunteers at DCCM. Boxes are located in the Fellowship Hall.

Thank you for your continued support.

Membership Class

A membership class will be held following the fellowship time on September 19, 2010. The Membership Exploration
class provides an excellent opportunity to learn more about our denomination, the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan
Community Churches, as well as about MCCOR. The class will last about an hour, and everyone is welcome to attend.
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Save the Dates August - September 2010 )
Date Event Time Location
Check our weekly e-letter and Weekly Window for changes in the dates that are normally scheduled.
August 1 Congregation Covered Dish 12 noon Fellowship Hall
August 4, 11, 18, 25 Choir Practice 7-8pm Sanctuary
August 8 Board of Directors meeting 12 noon Pastorbés S
August 28 Augusta Transgender Support Group |7 pm Fellowship Hall
August 22 HIV Testing 11 am Pastorbés S
September 1, 8, 15, 22,29 | Choir Practice 7-8pm Sanctuary
September 5 Congregation Covered Dish 12 noon Fellowship Hall
September 12 Board of Directors meeting 12 noon Pastorbés S
September 19 Congregational Care Meeting 12 noon Pastorbés S
September 19 Membership Class 12 noon Fellowship Hall
September 25 Augusta Transgender Support Group |7 pm Fellowship Hall
September 26 HIV Testing 11 am Pastorbés S
Church Scripture Readers Board Member Sunday Duty
for August - September 2010
The last person listed is an alternate reader and/or 7 August 17 Kari and Kathleen
third reader. If you would like to sign up as a reader, 1 August 87 David and Joe
please contact Kathleen at walsh23@earthlink.net 1 August 157 Kathleen and Nick
August 1 David B. David S. Annette T August227 Joe and Rosanne
August 291 Nick and David
August 8 Joe D. Roy L g
August 15 Kathleen Marilyn R.  Holly Sunday Greeters for August
August 22 Susan D. Holly Marilyn R.
d 1 August 1: Joe D.
August 29 Ann W. Roy Sandra f August8: Terrell G,
September 5 Joe D. Kay Susan D. 1 August 15: John George
September 12 Holly David S. Roy 1 August 22: AnnW.
September 19 Sandra Holly Kay T August 29: Julie B.
September 26 Ann'W. Annette David B.
Friendly and smiling faces are needed to greet
those who come to worship on Sunday! If you
are interested in volunteering to be a greeter,
please contact Kay Tremaine at
kaytremaine@att.net or 706-631-9785.
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Scriptures for August - September 2010

August 1 Hosea 11:1-11 Colossians 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21
August 8 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Luke 12:32-40
August 15 Isaiah 5:1-7 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 Luke 12:49-56
August 22 Jeremiah 1:4-10 Hebrews 12:18-29 Hebrews 12:18-
29

August 29 Jeremiah 2:4-13 Jeremiah 2:4-13 Jeremiah 2:4-13
September 5 Jeremiah 18:1-11 Jeremiah 18:1-11 Luke 14:25-33
September 12 Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Luke 15:1-10
September 19 Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 1 Timothy 2:1-7 Luke 16:1-13
September 26 Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 1 Timothy 6:6-19 Luke 16:19-31

Church of Our Redeemer

( Board of Directors
' MC Ca Jeff - Pastor

METROPOLITAN

COMMUNITY CHURCHES Jpullium@comcast.net

David S.i Clerk

Since its founding in 1968, MCC has been dstepp@comcast.net
at the vanguard of civil and human rights
movements by addressing important issues
such as racism, sexism, homophobia, ageism,
and other forms of oppression. MCC has Joe F.. T Member at-Large
been on the forefront in the struggle towards jflanders70@comcast.net
marriage equality in the US and other
countries worldwide and continues to be a
powerful voice in the LGBT equality movement.

Rosanne i Treasurer

etherealart@mindspring.com

Kathleen W. i Member at-Large
Kwalsh23@earthlink.net
Nick S. 7 Member at-Large

MCC6s ministry reaches fJover 4i8ka@B8tnsecrher s

in over 250 churches in 22 countries worldwide. Kari L. 7 Member at-Large

Learn more at www.ufmcc.com. kari_ling@yahoo.com
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i What does

e-mail, please provide the church office with your current e-mail address by sending it to mccorof-

fice@yahoo.com.

Print Publication Deadlines

1 September 18 - for articles, meetings, events, etc. held October, November & December 2010

E-mail your information to the Church Office at mccoroffice@yahoo.com.

t he

you? To act justly and to love

mercy and to walk humbly with

Y7,

Address Changes
Please let us know if you have a change of address you can continue receiving the Church Newsletter. You
may call the church office at 706-722-6454 or send an e-mail to mccoroffice@yahoo.com. An address change

submitted to the postmaster does not automatically change the Newsletter mailing address.
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